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Dear Supporters, 

Once again I trust this newsletter finds you well, and the Board continues to wish upon you the Lord’s 
richest blessings. 

You may note our Vision has changed from “Every African soldier honoured before God’s throne” to “Every 
member of the African Security Forces honoured before God’s throne”.  The reasons for this prayerful 
change are that (a) The African Bible Societies think in terms of the Police and Military in the same 
sentences in a conversation, (b) The Police are yearning for Bibles, and (c) the Police fulfill similar security 
functions to the Military. 

When I reflect on the Newsletter sent to you in January, it is encouraging to note that great things are 
happening.  In that newsletter we were expecting some 20,000 Bibles to arrive for the Botswana Military 
and Police, and 16,000 Bibles for the Namibian Military.  It was also anticipated that we would seek to 
obtain funding from the Botswana Government for future funding.  Well, the Namibian Military has 
received their 16,000 Bibles.  The photographs at the end of this newsletter show the handover occurring 
in the country’s capital, Windhoek.  They were tremendously grateful and thrilled to receive the Word of 
God. 

With respect to Botswana, we experienced an unusual problem.  When the container of Bibles arrived at 
the Port of Durban, the Bill of Lading made reference to “Bibles with Diamonds”, this being associated 
with part of the pattern on the cover for the Botswana Police Force.  The Container was immediately 
confiscated by the South African Police, and subsequently lost!  It took nearly a month to find it and 
Operation Africa is exceedingly indebted to a lawyer in Durban who willingly gave of her time to work 
with the importers to locate the container and put it on rail to Gaborone in Botswana.  Praise the Lord, 
those Bibles have successfully arrived there.   

Superintendent Seepa of the Botswana Police then phoned and was exceedingly excited to tell us of the 
effect of the Bibles being in a readable language for members of the Police Force.  He told us that some 
Police Officers were reading the Bible for the first time in their life, because they can understand what is 
written.  It is now up to the Holy Spirit to bring the Word to life within them. 

In the meantime, the project for Zimbabwe is going ahead.  That project is going to be for 40,000 Bibles 
which will take two sea containers.  The cost of that project will be of the order of $250,000.  At this stage 
Operation Africa has $160,000, with potential sponsors in place.  It will likely be that the Board will take a 
step of faith and order the Bibles, believing that the Lord will provide for the distribution of his Word. 

Our next newsletter should inform you that the Bibles are being printed and shipped for the Zimbabwean 
military.  The Zimbabwean Military made approach through the Bible Society following the demise of 
Robert Mugabe earlier this year.  The details of how to achieve this project, dealing with taxing issues in 
country are still being resolved. 
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The handover 

The arrival of the Bibles brought great joy to the Military 

A very happy and grateful recipient 

In the meantime I have had opportunity to work in Ghana in Western Africa and took the opportunity to 
talk to individual serving Military and Police personnel, as well as meet with the Bible Society of Ghana.  
This Bible Society is very excited by the prospect that Operation Africa may form a three year strategic 
relationship to start the distribution of Bibles into that country of some 25 million people, which is 
strongly Christian.  

This will be the commencement of the building of the Northern Bible Belt, extending from Ghana right 
across Northern Africa to Kenya.  This project will be of the order of ten years and I expect will require at 
least half a million Bibles. 

So you can see that there are big dreams, but we have a BIG GOD. 

I would ask you to pray and, if you can see your way clear to encourage other people to join Operation 
Africa, then please do so.  The fact is, we are always limited by funds, as the requests from African 
Military and Defence Forces exceed our resources.  Even so, for a relatively small group, please be 
encouraged that the impact of Operation Africa is such that the organisation is punching well beyond its 
weight, and on behalf of the Board, I thank you sincerely for that. 

Once again, thank you in His Mighty Name.   

 

  

Roger Kahler 
 
Photos of the Namibian handover 
 


